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s t a t e  + pics
VINCE WILSON TO BE HONORED 
AT UM PHYSICAL THERAPY BANQUET
MISS0ULA--
Vince Wilson, a 38-year f acu l ty  member and former d i r e c to r  of the 
University  of Montana physical therapy pronram, will  be honored by s tuden ts ,  
alumni and f acu l ty  a t  the annual UM Physical Therapy Club awards banquet.
The banquet, open to the publ ic ,  will  beqin a t  5 D.m. Saturday, May 9, in 
the Carousel,  2220 Stephens Ave., Missoula.
The club will  present an award of reconni t ion and apprec ia t ion  to 
Wilson, who wil l  be r e t i r i n q  as a f acu l ty  member in June.
Wilson joined the UM facu l ty  in 1943 as an in s t ru c to r  in the heal th  
and physical education department. He had earned a bachelor of a r t s  denree 
in hea l th  and physical education from UM in 1943, and went on to earn a 
m as te r ' s  degree and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  in physical therapy a t  New York Univers i ty ,  
New York, in 1947.
He was promoted to a s s i s t a n t  professor  a t  UM in 1947, and then a s soc ia te  
professor  in 1957 and professor  in 1966 while teaching courses in human 
anatomy, kinesiology,  massage and ambulatory techniques.
About 300 of Wilson's s tudents  in physical therapy had to complete 
t h e i r  education and professional  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a t  o u t - o f - s t a t e  schools 
s ince Montana had no professional  program. Wilson and his col leagues 
worked for  a number of years to develop a professional  pronram which could 
c e r t i f y  i t s  s tudents  as physical t h e r a p i s t s .
WILSON --  add one
The program f i n a l l y  received funding from the Montana Legis la ture  
and was i n s t i t u t e d  in 1979 with Wilson as i t s  d i r e c to r  un t i l  f a l l  1980.
The f i r s t  c l a s s  will  graduate from the professional  program a t  the end 
of the 1981 summer session.
Wilson has been honored several times for  his teaching a t  UM. He 
was recognized in the top UM facu l ty  as evaluated by students in "The 
Book," published by the Associated Students of  UM from 1967-70. In 1970 he 
was awarded the $1,000 Standard Oil Company Good Teachina Award for superior  
teaching a t  the undergraduate level and he received the f i r s t  Robert Pantzer 
Award in 1976 for  his con t r ibu t ions  toward making the learning environment 
a t  UM more open and humane. He was selected  by UM graduating seniors  as one 
of the most in sp i ra t iona l  teachers  in 1979 for  his leadership and serv ice to 
the University.
Throughout his years a t  UM, Wilson has been ac t iv e  in numerous campus 
facu l ty  and s tu d en t - f acu l ty  committees and boards on spor ts ,  planning, campus 
development, curriculum, schola rsh ips ,  commencements and public serv ice .  He 
coached the UM Varsi ty Bowling team from 1966-71 and in 1964 the UM team 
were the nat ional  c o l l e g i a t e  champions with an undefeated season.
He has a l so  been a c t iv e  in community serv ice o rgan iza t ions ,  including 
membership in and the 1969-70 pres iden t  of the Missoula Lions Club, various 
c h i l d r e n ' s  sports  programs, the board of d i r e c to r s  and 1959-60 chairmanship 
of Missoula-Mineral Counties chapter  of the American Red Cross and the 
American Heart Association.
Wilson's professional  socie ty  memberships include the Montana chapters  
of the American Physical Therapy Association and American Association for 
Health,  Physical Education and Recreation and t h e i r  nat ional o rgan iza t ions ,  




WILSON --  add two
The UM Physical Therapy Club's banquet, held in conjunction with 
the annual meeting of the Montana Chapter of the American Physical Therapy 
Association, also will  include a "roast" of Wilson by f r iends  and former 
students and award presen ta t ions  to s tudents.  Tickets for  the banquet 
may be purchased for  $7 in the UM Physical Therapy o f f i c e ,  Women's Center 
room 025, unti l  May 8. For more information and to make re se rv a t io n s ,  cal l  
243-4753.
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